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The COVID-19 Catastrophe 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ DƻƴŜ ²ǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ Iƻǿ ǘƻ {ǘƻǇ Lǘ 

Happening Again 
RICHARD HORTON 

The global response to the COVID-19 pandemic is the greatest science policy 

failure in a generation. We knew this was coming. Warnings about the threat 

of a new pandemic have been made repeatedly since the 1980s, and it was 

clear in January that a dangerous new virus was causing a devastating human 

tragedy in China.  And yet the world ignored the warnings. Why? 

In this short and hard-hitting book, Richard Horton, editor of the medical 

journal The Lancet, which published much of the research describing the 

human impact of COVID-19, scrutinises the actions that governments around 

the world took ς and failed to take ς as the virus spread from its origins in 

Wuhan into the global pandemic that it is today. He shows that many Western 

governments and their scientific advisors made assumptions about the virus 

and its lethality that turned out to be mistaken. Valuable time was lost while 

the virus spread unchecked, leaving health systems unprepared for the 

avalanche of infections that followed.  

We need to learn the lessons of this pandemic and we need to learn them fast 

because the next pandemic may arrive sooner than we think. 

Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ /h±L5-19. Powerful, beautifully written 

ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ IƻǊǘƻƴ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ōŜǎǘΦΩ  

Devi Sridhar, Professor of Global Public Health, University of Edinburgh 

 

ΨThe Editor of The Lancet pulls no punches. The pandemic has shattered our belief in Western exceptionalism 

and exposed the harsh underbelly of global inequality. A must-ǊŜŀŘΦΩ 

Anthony Costello, Professor of Global Health and Sustainable Development, University College London 

144 pages | June 2020  

A world-leading authority provides a hard-hitting account of why we 

were so poorly prepared for the pandemic 

 

RICHARD HORTON is Editor-in-Chief of The Lancet. 

 

This book has been an instant bestseller, reaching number 1 in the Amazon bestseller charts and selling over 

10,000 copies in the first two weeks. Press coverage has included French newspaper Liberation, German 

newspaper Die Welt and it was serialized in the English paper The Sunday Times and discussed on national UK 

television (Good Morning Britain, Newsnight and Channel 4 News). 

Rights sold: Italian (Il Pensiero), Japanese (Seidosha via The English Agency) and Korean (Charmdol via Icarias 

Agency) 
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The Post-Liberal Moment 
Manifesto for a Post-Pandemic Politics 

ADRIAN PABST 

Hyper-capitalism and extreme identity politics are driving us to 

distraction. Both destroy the basis of a common life shared across ages 

and classes. The COVID-19 crisis could accelerate these tendencies 

further, or it could herald something more hopeful: a post-liberal 

moment. 

Adrian Pabst argues that now is the time for an alternative ς post-

liberalism ς that is centred around trust, dignity, and human 

relationships. Instead of reverting to the mutual suspicion and 

destabilising inhumanity of Ψjust-in-timeΩ free-market globalisation, we 

could build a politics upon the sense of localism and community spirit, 

the valuing of family, place and belonging, which was a real theme of 

lockdown. We are not obliged to put up with the restoration of a broken 

status quo that erodes trust, undermines institutions and trashes our 

precious natural environment. Instead, we could build a pluralist 

democracy, decentralise the state, and promote mutualist markets 

embedded in the everyday economy. 

ADRIAN PABST ƛǎ wŜŀŘŜǊ ƛƴ tƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ YŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƪŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƭǳŜ [ŀōƻǳǊΩ 

movement. His previous books include The Demons of Liberal Democracy. 

 

160 pages | May 2021 

How to rebuild the common good beyond COVID-19, extreme 

identity politics, and free-market capitalism 
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Book Wars 
The Digital Revolution in Publishing 

JOHN B. THOMPSON 

This book tells the story of the turbulent decade when the oldest of our 

media industries, the book publishing industry, collided with the great 

technological revolution of our time.  From the surge of ebooks to the self-

publishing explosion and the growing popularity of audiobooks, this book 

provides a comprehensive and fine-grained account of technological 

disruption in one of our most important and successful creative industries. 

Like other sectors of the media and creative industries, the book publishing 

industry has been thrown into disarray by the digital revolution. As this 

revolution gathered pace, publishers and retailers found themselves facing 

a proliferation of new players who were offering new products and services 

and challenging some of their most deeply-held principles.  The old industry 

of book publishing was suddenly thrust into the limelight as bitter conflicts 

erupted between publishers and new entrants, including powerful new tech 

giants who saw the world in very different ways.  The book wars had begun.   

While ebooks were at the heart of many of these conflicts and have been 

the focus of much attention, Thompson argues that the most fundamental 

consequences of the digital revolution in publishing lie elsewhere.  The print-

on-paper book has proven to be a remarkably resilient cultural form but the 

digital revolution has transformed the industry in other ways, spawning new 

players which now wield unprecedented power in the publishing field and 

giving rise to an array of new publishing forms.  Most important of all, it has 

transformed the broader information and communication environment 

within which publishing exists and of which it is part, creating new challenges 

and new opportunities for publishers as they seek to redefine their role in 

the digital age. 

This account of the book publishing industry as it faces its greatest challenge 

since Gutenberg will be essential reading for students and scholars of culture 

and technology, for those who work in the publishing industry and for 

anyone interested in books and their future.      

 

450 pages | March 2021  

A masterly account of the impact of the digital revolution on the 

book publishing industry 

JOHN B. THOMPSON is Emeritus Professor of Sociology at the University of Cambridge and Emeritus Fellow of 

Jesus College, Cambridge.  His previous books include Merchants of Culture.   
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China's Leaders 
From Mao to Now 

DAVID SHAMBAUGH 

Since the founding of the PeoplŜΩǎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ /Ƙƛƴŀ ƻǾŜǊ тл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ 

five paramount leaders have shaped the fates and fortunes of the nation 

and the ruling Chinese Communist Party: Mao Zedong, Deng Xiaoping, 

Jiang Zemin, Hu Jintao, and Xi Jinping.  Under their authoritative 

leadership, China has undergone an extraordinary transformation from an 

undeveloped and insular country to a comprehensive world power.  

 

In this path-breaking study, renowned Sinologist David Shambaugh offers a 

ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ Ǉƻǎǘ-revolutionary history through 

the prism of those who ruled it.  Exploring the persona, formative 

socialisation, psychology, and professional experiences of each leader, 

Shambaugh shows how their differing leadership styles and tactics of rule 

shaped China domestically and internationally: Mao was a populist tyrant, 

Deng a pragmatic Leninist, Jiang a bureaucratic politician, Hu a technocratic 

apparatchik, and Xi a modern emperor. Covering the full scope of these 

ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ 

history is a must-read to understand how China has become the 

superpower of today. 

DAVID SHAMBAUGH is an internationally recognised authority and award-winning author on contemporary 

China and the international relations of Asia. He is the Gaston Sigur Professor of Asian Studies, Political Science 

& International Affairs, and Director of the China Policy Program in the Elliott School of International Affairs at 

George Washington University.  He was previously Reader ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ tƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ 

School of Oriental & African Studies (SOAS), where he also served as Editor of The China Quarterly.  Professor 

Shambaugh is also a frequent commentator in the international media, serves on a number of editorial boards, 

and has been a consultant to the US and UK governments, research institutions, foundations, and private 

corporations.  As an author he has written or edited more than thirty books, several of which have been 

selected by The Economist among the ΨBest Books of the Year.Ω 

288 pages | July 2021 

A world-ǊŜƴƻǿƴŜŘ {ƛƴƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ Ǉƻǎǘ-revolutionary 

history through the prism of its leaders 
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The Wealth Hoarders 
How Billionaires Pay Millions to Hide Trillions 

CHUCK COLLINS 

For decades, a secret army of tax attorneys, accountants and wealth 

managers has been developing into the shadowy Wealth Defence 

Industry. These Ψagents of inequalityΩ are paid millions to hide trillions for 

the richest 0.01%. 

In this book, inequality expert Chuck Collins, who himself inherited a 

fortune, interviews the leading players and gives a unique insider account 

of how this industry is doing everything it can to create and entrench 

hereditary dynasties of wealth and power. He exposes the inner workings 

of these Ψagents of inequalityΩΣ showing how they deploy anonymous shell 

companies, family offices, offshore accounts, opaque trusts, and sham 

ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǊƛŎƘŜǎǘ Ǉŀȅ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƴƻ ǘŀȄΦ IŜ ŜƴŘǎ ōȅ 

outlining a robust set of policies that democratic nations can implement 

to shut down the Wealth Defence Industry for good.  

This shocking exposé of the insidious machinery of inequality is essential 

reading for anyone wanting the inside story of our age of plutocratic 

plunder and stashed cash. 

Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪΣ ŀ ǇǊƛƳŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǊƛǾŜǊΣ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǊŜŦƻǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƘŀƴŘōƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

dangerous times now facing us ς ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦΩ 

Nicholas Shaxson, author, The Finance Curse and Treasure Islands 

 

Ψ{ƪƛƭƭŦǳƭƭȅ ōƭŜƴŘǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ narrative with social scientific research to create unique insights into a world of 

ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊƛƭȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎΦΩ  

Brooke Harrington, author, Capital without Borders 

226 pages | February 2021  

A devastating insider exposé of the industry that hides the 

ǇƭǳǘƻŎǊŀǘǎΩ ǘǊƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘŀȄƳŀƴ 

CHUCK COLLINS is a senior scholar at the Institute for Policy Studies in Washington, DC, where he directs the 

Program on Inequality and coedits Inequality.org. His previous books include Born on Third Base and Wealth 

and Our Commonwealth (with Bill Gates Sr.). 
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The Case for a Four Day 

Week 
ANNA COOTE, AIDAN HARPER, ALFIE STIRLING 

Not so long ago, people thought that a ten-hour, six-day week was normal. 
Now, we assume that the eight-hour, five-day week represents a natural 
equilibrium of work and play.  Will that soon be history too? 
 
In this new book, three leading experts argue why it should be. They map out 
a pragmatic pathway to a four-day week that safeguards earnings for the 
lower-paid and keeps the economy flourishing. They argue that this radical 
vision will give workers time to be better parents and carers, allow men and 
women to share paid and unpaid work more equally, and help to save jobs ς 
and create new ones ς in the age of automation. Not only that, but it will 
help to combat the stress and illness caused by overwork, as well as helping 
the environment and allowing us cut down on the kind of wasteful 
ΨŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜΩ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ Řƻ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǊǳǎƘΦ   
 
This book will be essential reading for anyone who has ever felt like they 

could get so much more done if all weekends were three days long. 

Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜƭȅ ǘƛƳŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ōƻƻƪΦ  ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻƴƎ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƘŜŀǾȅ ǘƻƭƭ ƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ 

physical healthΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ƻǳǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ-being, rather than the 

relentless pursuit of GDP growth. A shorter working week is a vital step in that process.  In the wake of the 

coronavirus pandemic, now is the time to re-think how we live our lives and care for our planet - this book sets 

out, clearly and powerfully, a compelling agenda for ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦΩ 

Caroline Lucas, MP UK Green Party 

 

Ψ¢ƛƳŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ ! ǇǳƴŎƘȅΣ ǇŜǊǎǳŀǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿŜŜƪ Ŏŀƴ ōƻƻǎǘ ƻur collective 

health and wealth. A must-ǊŜŀŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǊŜŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪΦΩ 

CǊŀƴŎŜǎ hΩDǊŀŘȅΣ DŜƴŜǊŀl Secretary, UK Trades Union Congress 

142 pages | November 2020 

Series: The Case For 

How a longer weekend can make us happier, healthier and greener 

ANNA COOTE Anna Coote is Principal Fellow at the New Economics Foundation. 

AIDAN HARPER Aidan Harper is Researcher at the New Economics Foundation. 

ALFIE STIRLING Alfie Stirling is Head of Economics at the New Economics Foundation. 
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The Dignity of Labour 
JON CRUDDAS 

Does work give our lives purpose, meaning and status? Or is it a tedious 

necessity that will soon be abolished by automation, leaving humans free to 

enjoy a life of leisure and basic income?  

In this erudite and highly readable book, Jon Cruddas MP argues that it is 

imperative that the Left rejects the siren call of technological determinism and 

roots its politics firmly in the workplace. Drawing from his experience of his 

own Dagenham and Rainham constituency, he examines the history of Marxist 

and social democratic thinking about work in order to critique the fatalism of 

both Blairism and radical left techno-utopianism, which, he contends, have 

more in common than either would like to admit. He argues that, especially in 

the context of COVID-19, socialists must embrace an ethical socialist politics 

based on the dignity and agency of the labour interest. 

This timely book is a brilliant intervention in the highly contentious debate on 

the future of work, as well as an ambitious account of how the left must 

rediscover its animating purpose or risk irrelevance. 

216 pages | April 2021  

¢ƘŜ нмǎǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊ-politician unpicks the degraded 

politics of contemporary work and advocates an alternative 

JON CRUDDAS is the Labour Member of Parliament for Dagenham and Rainham. 
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Post Growth 
Life After Capitalism 

TIM JACKSON 

Our prevailing vision of social progress is fatally dependent on a false 

promise: that there will always be more and more for everyone. Forged in 

the crucible of capitalism, this foundational myth has come dangerously 

unravelled. The relentless pursuit of eternal growth has delivered ecological 

destruction, financial fragility, social instability and the biggest global health 

crisis in a century.  

What should we do when our myths desert us? How are we to adjust to a 

new economic normal?  What does life after capitalism look like?  

Weaving together philosophical reflection, economic insight and social 

ǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ¢ƛƳ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƻŎŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŜǎƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ Ǉƻǎǘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ is a 

richer, not a poorer one. Material progress has changed our lives ς in many 

ways for the better. But the luxury of having can too easily obscure the 

happiness of belonging, the satisfaction of achieving and the simple 

lightness of being. A genuine prosperity demands a deeper respect for 

relationship and meaning than capitalism allows. JacƪǎƻƴΩǎ ŦŀǊ-reaching 

essay is both a manifesto for system change and an invitation to rekindle a 

deeper conversation about the nature of the human condition. 

 

ΨL ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ǿŀǎ ǿƘŜƴ L ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜŀŘ Prosperity without Growth. It cuts through the intellectual 

clamor with clarity, courage ς ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜΦΩ 

 Naomi Klein, author of This Changes Everything: Capitalism vs. The Climate 

 

Ψ¢ƛƳ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ Prosperity without Growth systematises and renders tangible an essential project few believed to 

be practical: recovering the dream of shared prosperity and human development through decoupling it from 

the bandwagon of growth. Essential reading for those refusing to sǳŎŎǳƳō ǘƻ ŀ ŘȅǎǘƻǇƛŎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦΩ 

 Yanis Varoufakis, Professor of Economics, University of Athens 

224 pages | April 2021 

Ground-breaking manifesto for a post-growth world from the 

bestselling author of Prosperity without Growth 

TIM JACKSON is Director of the Centre for the Understanding of Sustainable Prosperity (CUSP) and Professor 

of Sustainable Development at the University of Surrey in the UK. For over three decades, he has pioneered 

research on the moral, economic and social dimensions of prosperity on a finite planet. His landmark book 

Prosperity without Growth was a Financial Times ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ¦ƴIŜǊŘΩǎ ōook of the decade. In 2016, 

he was awarded the Hillary Laureate for exceptional international leadership in sustainability.  
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Deep Adaptation 
Navigating the Realities of Climate Chaos 

Edited by JEM BENDELL & RUPERT READ 

This is the first book to show how professionals across different sectors are 

beginning to incorporate the acceptance of likely or unfolding societal 

breakdown into their work and lives. Deep Adaptation refers to the personal 

and collective changes that might help us to prepare for ς and live with ς a 

climate-influenced breakdown or collapse of our societies. It is a framework 

for responding to the terrifying realisation of increasing and irrevocable 

disruption, by committing ourselves to reducing suffering while saving more 

of society and the natural world. 

The contributors to this book come from diverse fields including philosophy, 

psychology, education, leadership, facilitation, community development and 

private enterprise. Unlike mainstream work on climate adaptation, these 

writers do not assume that our current economic, social, and political 

systems can be made resilient in the face of rapid and dangerous climate 

change. Instead, they demonstrate the caring and creative ways that people 

are responding to the most difficult realisation with which humanity may 

ever have to come to terms. 

This book is the essential introduction to the concept, practice and emerging 

global movement of Deep Adaptation to climate chaos. Edited by the 

originator of the concept, Professor Jem Bendell, and a leading figure in 

climate activism, Professor Rupert Read, it brings together scholarship and 

practical measures for policy and action. 

JEM BENDELL is Professor of Sustainability Leadership at the University of Cumbria and the originator of the 

Deep Adaptation movement. 

RUPERT READ is an Associate Professor of Philosophy at the University of East Anglia, a Green Party 

campaigner, and spokesperson for Extinction Rebellion. 

 

224 pages | May 2021 

A new agenda for how humanity can prepare for the breakdown of 

society in an age of climate collapse 
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Augmented Reality 
Unboxing Tech's Next Big Thing 

MARK PESCE 

Slated as Ψthe next big thing in tech,Ω augmented reality promises to take the 

screen out of our hands and wrap it around the world Ǿƛŀ ΨǎƳŀǊǘ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎƭŜǎΩΦ 

As a pervasive, invisible interface between the world and our senses, AR offers 

unparalleled capacity to reveal hidden digital depths, but it also comes at a cost 

to our privacy, our property, and our reality. 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƻŎŀǘƛǾŜ ōƻƻƪΣ aŀǊƪ tŜǎŎŜ ŘǊŀǿǎ ƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ 

experience to offer the first mainstream exploration of augmented reality. He 

discusses the exciting and beneficial features of AR as well as the issues and 

risks raised by this still-emerging technology ς a technology that moulds us by 

shaping what we see and hear. 

Augmented Reality is essential reading for anyone interested in the growing 

influence of this impressive but deeply concerning technology. As the book 

reveals, reality ς once augmented ς will never be the same. 

PRAISE FOR MARK PESCE 

 

2019 Finalist for Best Technology Podcast, Australian Podcast Awards  

2018 Winner Best Technology & Science Podcast Australian Podcast Awards  

2018 Winner Best Columnist, ACS IT Journalism Awards 

 

ΨaŀǊƪ tŜǎŎŜΩǎ Augmented Reality is the story of how we came to live in an increasingly augmented reality and 

what this might mean for the future of being human, told by one of this tŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅŦǳƭ 

pioneers. Thrilling, scary, hopeful, and required reading.Ω 

Douglas Rushkoff, author of Present Shock: When Everything Happens and Team Human 

 

ΨPesce is a master at distilling complex ideas down to their most important elements and explaining them in 

ƭŀȅƳŀƴΩǎ ǘŜǊƳǎΦΩ 

Salon 

192 pages | November 2020 

! ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊ ƻŦ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƻƴ ǿƘȅ !w ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜȄǘ ōƛƎ 

ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘŜŎƘΩ 

MARK PESCE is an inventor, author, educator, entrepreneur, broadcaster and futurist. He hosts the award-

winning podcast The Next Billion Seconds and is a regular columnist for The Register and IEEE Spectrum. 
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Just Deserts 
Debating Free Will 

DANIEL C. DENNETT and GREGG D. CAUSO 

Some thinkers argue that our best scientific theories about the world prove 

that free will is an illusion. Others disagree. The concept of free will is 

profoundly important to our self-understanding, our interpersonal 

relationships, and our moral and legal practices. If it turns out that no one is 

ever free and morally responsible, what would that mean for society, morality, 

meaning, and the law? 

Just Deserts brings together two philosophers ς Daniel C. Dennett and Gregg 

D. Caruso ς to debate their respective views on free will, moral responsibility, 

and legal punishment. In three extended conversations, Dennett and Caruso 

present their arguments for and against the existence of free will and debate 

their implications. Dennett argues that the kind of free will required for moral 

responsibility is compatible with determinism ς for him, self-control is key; we 

are not responsible for becoming responsible, but are responsible for staying 

responsible, for keeping would-be puppeteers at bay. Caruso takes the 

opposite view, arguing that who we are and what we do is ultimately the result 

of factors beyond our control, and because of this we are never morally 

responsible for our actions in the sense that would make us truly deserving of 

blame and praise, punishment and reward.  

These two leading thinkers introduce the concepts central to the debate about 

free will and moral responsibility by way of an entertaining, rigorous and 

sometimes heated philosophical dialogue. What emerges is a clear account of 

the latest thinking on free will, and what is at stake for our moral and legal 

practices. 

ΨJust Deserts is a delight: a sharp and interesting debate about punishment, morality, choice, and much else. It 

Ƙƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǿŜŜǘ ǎǇƻǘΤ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭƭȅ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ï perfect for a newcomer to the free will debates ï but 

also deep and subtle, with plenty to engaƎŜ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘΦΩ 

Paul Bloom, Brooks and Suzanne Ragen Professor of Psychology, Yale University, and author of Against Empathy 

234 pages | January 2021  

An eye-opening debate on the nature of free will and punishment 

DANIEL C. DENNETT is Co-Director of the Center for Cognitive Science and the Austin B. Fletcher Professor of 

Philosophy at Tufts University.  

 

GREGG D. CARUSO is Professor of Philosophy at SUNY, Corning and Honorary Professor of Philosophy at 

Macquarie University. He is also the Co-Director of the Justice Without Retribution Network at the University 

of Aberdeen School of Law. 
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Modern Languages 
Why It Matters 

KATRINA KOHL 

It might seem as if globalisation is making the whole world speak English. But 

spend time in any major city and you are likely to encounter a cornucopia of 

languages. Even monolingual people have different ways of speaking to their 

bosses or teachers, their intimate friends or their pets. And if you live in India 

or Nigeria, you might use five different languages in the course of a normal day. 

Bilingual Oxford professor Katrin Kohl makes a passionate case for why we must 

embrace languages in all their diversity. When you study a language, you 

gradually open a unique doorway into the world, immerse yourself in a 

different way of seeing, and discover new ways of communicating with people 

from different cultures on their terms. Languages open our minds to the 

diversity of human life in its complex relationships with nature, culture and 

technology. They enable us to understand why cultural diversity matters, and 

why we should care about preserving it as much as we care about preserving 

the diversity of our biological world. 

 

 

140 pages | December 2020  

! ǎǘŀǊ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊΩǎ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘƛǎŜ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ 

can change how we see the world, for the better 

Series: Why It Matters 

ALSO AVAILABLE IN THE WHY IT MATTERS SERIES: 

KATRINA KOHL is Professor of German Literature at the University of Oxford 
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For a Renewed Theoretical Perspective 

Seven Essays on Populism 

PAULA BIGLIERI 

 

This important intervention interrogates keystone features of the dominant 

European theoretical landscape in the field of populism studies, advancing 

existing debates and introducing new avenues of thought in conjunction with 

insights from the contemporary Latin American political experience and 

perspectives. In each essay ς the title a nod to the influential socialist thinker 

José Carlos Mariátegui, from whom the authors draw inspiration ς leading 

Argentine scholars Paula Biglieri and Luciana Cadahia pair key dimensions of 

populism with diverse themes such as modern-day feminism, militancy and 

neoliberalism in order to stimulate discussion surrounding the constitutive 

nature, goals and potential of populist social movements.  

 

Biglieri and Cadahia are unafraid to court provocation in their frank 

assessment of populism as a force which could bring about much-needed 

emancipatory social change to confront emerging right-wing trends in policy 

and leadership. At the same time, this fresh interpretation of a much-maligned 

political articulation is balanced by their denunciation of right-aligned 

populisms and their failure to bring to bear a sustainable alternative to 

contemporary neo-authoritarian forms of neoliberalism. In their place, they 

articulate a populism which offers a viable means of mobilising a response to 

hegemonic forms of neoliberal discourse and government. 

PAULA BIGLIERI is Professor of Politics at the University of Buenos Aires and at the La Plata National University. 
 

LUCIANA CADAHIA is Visiting Professor at Cornell University and Researcher at FLACSO-Ecuador. 
 

194 pages | January 2021 

 

Translated by George Ciccariello-Maher 
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Richard Wright 
An Unending Hunger for Life 

JERRY W. WARD, JR. 

From the depths of poverty and discrimination in the Deep South, Richard 

²ǊƛƎƘǘ ǊƻǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ нлǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

struggles surrounding race and social justice in America. His work, from Native 

Son and his autobiography Black Boy to his later essays, poems and novels, 

remains seminal. 

In this new book, Jerry W. Ward Jr. combines close readings of these writings 

with a broad appreciation of the cultural, political and social context in order 

ǘƻ ǎƘŜŘ ƴŜǿ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ²ǊƛƎƘǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ !Ŧrican American literature and 

ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ IŜ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ²ǊƛƎƘǘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜ ŀ 

radical consciousness uniting Marxist analysis with the imperatives of African 

American cultural and political nationalism, but also to use writing as a means 

ƻŦ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΩǎ 

endless quest for meaning.  

Written in accessible, conversational style, Richard Wright will be a must-read 

for anybody interested in American culture and politics before and during the 

Cold War, and how we can draw upon this history to shape the present. 

 

ALSO AVAILABLE IN THE BLACK LIVES SERIES: 

224 pages | June 2021 

Why the great Native Son of 20th century African American 

literature still matters 

Series: Black Lives 

JERRY W. WARD JR. is Professor Emeritus of English at Tougaloo College. 
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Environmental Thought 
A Short History 

ROBIN ATTFIELD 

Environmental thought has a rich and extensive history. Leading philosopher 

Robin Attfield guides readers through the key developments and debates that 

have defined the field from ancient times to the present. 

Attfield investigates ancient, medieval and early modern environmental 

contributions; Darwin and his successors; the debate in America involving 

Thoreau, Marsh, Muir and Pinchot; and the foundation of the science of 

ecology in the western world. He goes on to discuss the central themes of key 

environmentalist works of the 1970s and 1980s, along with the major debates 

ƛƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ [ƻǾŜƭƻŎƪΩǎ Gaia hypothesis. Ultimately, 

he confronts the current environmental emergency and the crises of climate 

change, air pollution and biodiversity loss. Each chapter concludes with a list 

ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΩǎ 

fascinating topics in greater depth. 

A pivotal text in its field, Environmental Thought: A Short History will be of 

interest to students and scholars of history, philosophy, ethics, geography, 

religion, biology and environmental studies. 

ROBIN ATTFIELD is Emeritus Professor of Philosophy at Cardiff University. 

 

268 pages | March 2021 

An ambitious and wide-ranging synthesis of the history of 

environmental thought by a leading philosopher 

ALSO AVAILABLE FROM ROBIN ATTFIELD: 
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What is Philosophy of Mind? 
TOM McCLELLAND 

 

We all have minds, but what exactly is a mind? Is my mind the same thing 

ŀǎ Ƴȅ ōǊŀƛƴΚ Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘ ŎŀǳǎŜ Ƴȅ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊΚ /ŀƴ L ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ 

ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƳƛƴŘǎΚ /ŀƴ L ŜǾŜƴ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴ 

mine? Is a baby conscious? How about a cat? Or a self-driving car?  

The philosophy of mind grapples with these and similar questions about 

who we are and how we fit into the world. Tom McClelland introduces the 

key ideas in philosophy of mind, showing why they matter and how 

philosophers have tried to answer them. He covers the major historical 

moments in philosophy of mind, from Descartes and his troubles with 

ƛƳƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǎƻǳƭǎΣ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ Ψconsciousness warsΩ. Additionally, he 

explores the implications philosophy of mind has for psychology, artificial 

intelligence and even particle physics, presenting a uniquely grounded, 

practical picture of the field for students. 

Rich with real-world examples and written for the absolute beginner, What 

is Philosophy of Mind? gives students the tools to delve deeper into this 

dynamic field of philosophy. 

TOM McCLELLAND is Lecturer in Philosophy at the University of Cambridge. 

 

144 pages | April 2021 

The most student-friendly short introduction to philosophy of mind 

available 

Series: What is Philosophy? 

ALSO AVAILABLE IN THE WHAT IS PHILOSOPHY SERIES: 


